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alone, they have won a complete victory, because they will have
succeeded in disregarding the Rowlatt Bills and even other laws of
the country, and in having thus shown that a civil disobedience of a
Government is held perfectly harmless. I regard the statement as
an unwarranted  assumption  of fact, because it contemplates the
restriction of the movement only to a handful of men and women.
My experience of satyagraha leads  me  to believe that it is such
a potent force that once set in motion it ever spreads, till at last it
becomes a dominant factor in the community in which it is brought
into play; if it so spreads,  no government can neglect it. Either
it must yield to it or imprison the workers in the movement. But I
have no desire to argue. As the English proverb says, the proof of the
pudding lies in the eating. The movement for better or for worse has
been launched. We shall be judged not by our words, but solely by
our deeds. It is, therefore, not enough that we sign the pledge. Our
signing it is but an earnest of our determination to act up to it, and
if all who sign the pledge act according to it, I make bold to promise
that we shall bring about the withdrawal of the bills and neither the
Government nor our critics will have a word to say against us. The
cause is great, the remedy is equally great; let us prove worthy of
them both."
On March 23 Gandhi called upon the people of India, men and
women, to mobilize in thousands and convince the Government of
what they were to expect in the near future:
" Satyagraha, as I have endeavoured to explain at several meet-
ings, is essentially religious movement. It is a process of purification
and penance. It seeks to secure reforms or redress of grievances by
self-suffering. I, therefore, venture to suggest that the second Sunday
after the publication of the Viceregal assent to Bill No. II of 1919
may be observed as a day of humiliation and prayer. As there must
be an effective public demonstration in keeping with the character
of the observance, I beg to advise as follows:
"i. A twenty-four hours' fast> counting from the last meal on
the preceding night^ should be observed by all the adults., unless
prevented from so doing by consideration of religion or health. The
fast is not to be regarded, in any shape or form., in the nature of a
hunger-strike, or as designed to put any pressure upon the Govern-
ment. It is to be regarded, for all satyagrahis, as the necessary
discipline to fit them for civil disobedience, contemplated in their